SIR  WILLIAM  WINDHAM                85
William Windham, who, in 1715, was committed as a prisoner to the Tower.
Over the inner gate were the arms of Great Britain, in which there was then some alteration to be made, in consequence of the succession of the House of Brunswick ; and, as Sir William's chariot was passing through, conveying him to his prison, the painter was at work adding the White Horse, which formed the arms of the Elector of Hanover.
It struck Sir William most forcibly : lie immediately recollected the two singular predictions, and mentioned them to the Lieutenant of the Tower, then in the chariot with him, and to almost every one who came to see him there during his confinement; and although probably not inclined to superstition, lie looked upon it as a prophecy which was fully accomplished. But in this he was much mistaken ; for many years after, being out hunting, he had the misfortune to be thrown whilst leaping a ditch, by which accident he broke his neck. He rode upon a white horse.
The Prince of Wales, who delighted in these kinds of stories, told me that one day at Brighton, riding in company with Sir John Lade,1 and unattended, (which they frequently did,) they had prolonged their ride across the Downs farther than they had intended. An unexpected shower of rain coming on, they mack* the best of their way to a neighbouring house*, which proved to be that of a miller. His Royal Highness dismounting quickly, Sir John took hold of thu horse's bridlr, till some one should make his appearance : a boy came up and
1 Sir John Lade (1759-**.^), a relative of Henry 'thr.de antl an intimate associate of George, Prince of Wales, 'ihude hut.rU he would marry Fanny Burney. State, wrote to some powerfuled to the Order of which the unfortunate Princesse de Lamballe was lor a time Grand Mistress.
